
INDA Remembers Nonwovens Industry Veteran K. Wayne Hays 
Originator of Hygiene Coverstock Business 

  

INDA is warmly remembering K. Wayne Hays, a veteran of the nonwovens industry 
for more than five decades and one of the founders of INDA, Association of the 
Nonwoven Fabrics Industry. Hays passed away surrounded by his family on August 
21st at the age of 95. 
  
Hays became involved in the fledgling nonwovens business in the early 1950s while 
at Calloway Mills. He was also the first Chairman of the International Nonwovens 
and Disposables Association, which later became INDA, and was one of the forward 
thinking leaders behind the formation of the first International Disposables Exposition 
and Assembly (IDEA) Show in Philadelphia in 1971. 
  
Hays’ research and development work at Kendall led to the development of the first 
nonwoven diaper coverstock material, and the company’s first contract with Procter 
& Gamble. The booming hygiene coverstock business we know today originated 
from his work at that time. 
  
While at Kendall, Hays negotiated a joint venture with Carl Freudenberg to establish 
the Lutravil polyester spunbond operation in Durham, NC. He was Lutravil's first 
President and successfully made the company a leading supplier of automotive 
primary carpet backings in North America. 
  
Hays served on numerous INDA Boards, Committees, and Task Forces and was 
instrumental in moving INDA's Headquarters from New York City to Cary, NC in 
1989. He served as INDA’s interim President in 1996 and led the search that brought 
Ted Wirtz on board as INDA’s President from 1996 to 2004. 
  
“INDA is saddened by the loss of an industry leader who was an integral part of 
INDA’s heritage. Wayne will be remembered for his many visionary contributions to 
our association and the industry,” said INDA President Dave Rousse. “He was a 
strong advocate who tirelessly championed the global growth of nonwovens and 
created the path for INDA’s future.”    
  
Hays was recognized with the IDEA Lifetime Achievement Award in 2001 for his 
exceptional contributions to the association, including being a founding member, 
serving as Interim President, and advancing the overall success of the association.   
  
Hays received his BS in Chemistry from the University of Arkansas in 1949 and 
served as a pilot in the Naval Air Corp during World War II. He is survived by his 
wife, Nancy, of 71 years and his children. 
  


