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The Swiss Textile Machinery Association is the 
representative body for Switzerland’s providers of 
textile equipment, systems and services. Its general 
assembly on May 8 elected experienced industry 
leaders as president and board members. 

The association’s new president is Davide 
Maccabruni, CEO of Uster Technologies AG. His role 
is to lead the board in defining strategies and key focus 
areas. Assessing the challenges facing the industry, 
Maccabruni states: “The Swiss textile machinery 
industry still holds unique strengths that can secure its 
success well into the future. To achieve this, however, 
we must focus on aligning our capabilities, working 
together, and supporting one another.” 

A new member of the association board has also been 
elected. He is Martin Zürcher (Heberlein Technology 
AG), who joins Beat Meienberger (Benninger AG), 
André Imhof (Autefa Solutions Switzerland AG), 
Andreas Conzelmann (Jakob Müller AG) and Ralph 
von Arx (Retech AG), the latter taking on the role of 
vice-president. 

Davide Maccabruni succeeds Ernesto Maurer, the 
association’s president for the past ten years. Maurer 
has been an active board member since 2011, 
becoming president in 2015. During his service, he has 
made a significant contribution to strengthening the 
innovative power and international visibility of the 
Swiss textile machinery industry. 

The Swiss Textile Machinery sector was founded in 
1940 and is the longest established industry sector 
within Swissmem. It currently has 42 affiliated 
companies, including manufacturers of machines and 
components, and service providers, for the textile 
industry. The association supports its members in 
fostering innovation initiatives and education. A major 
focus is on joint market access campaigns, through a 
successful programme of international symposia. 
Recent events have been held in Mexico and the US, 
and another is planned for Morocco later this year.
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Uster Wins Patent Case in China, Reinforces Innovation Leadership

Uster Tester 6 – redefining quality testing in spinning mills

Uster Technologies has secured a significant legal 
victory in China, with the Supreme People’s Court 
confirming patent infringement by a local competitor. 
The court ruled that the competitor unlawfully copied 
the patented yarn feeder from the Uster Tester 6, and 
must now cease its infringing activities and 
compensate Uster.

This outcome highlights Uster’s long-standing 
commitment to innovation. Since the 1940s, the 
company has invested heavily in research and 
development, resulting in over 250 active patents. 
These protect Uster’s innovations and ensure fair 
competition in the global textile industry.

“We are pleased to see China’s intellectual property 
system functioning fairly,” said Dr. Paul Pliska, 
Intellectual-Property Manager at Uster. “This decision 
supports our efforts to protect our innovations and our 
customers’ trust.”

This is Uster’s second win against the same 
competitor, following a 2023 case involving the Uster 
Tester 6 console design—recipient of the 2016 Red 
Dot Award.

Uster remains committed to advancing textile quality 
and innovation, with continued investment in its 
Suzhou Technology Center to serve both Chinese and 
international markets.


