
 
“0% Duty, 100% Opportunity: CMAI Applauds India-UK FTA” 
 
Clothing Manufacturers Association of India (CMAI) welcomes the newly signed FTA 
between India and UK, as it opens up a huge opportunity for the Export Sector. Of course, 
the 0% duty will only come into place around end of 2026 (after all necessary approvals and 
procedures are in place), yet, buyers will start their scouting and preliminary ground work 
fairly soon. UK having a large Indian diaspora, this will also give a boost to the traditional 
Domestic manufacturers of Indian Ethnic Apparel to venture into exports. 
  
On the likely impact of duty-free imports coming into India, Santosh Katariya, President, 
CMAI, stated "Since imports of Apparel from UK are likely to be in the luxury and high-
priced category, I am confident of the Indian Domestic Manufacturers' ability to face the 
increased competition".  
  
Rahul Mehta, Chief Mentor, CMAI, added "Duty-free imports from UK will also raise the bar 
for Indian Brands and Retailers to up their quality, service, and Brand propositions - all of 
which will benefit the Indian Consumer" 

 


