
Dr. Janpeter Horn, Chairman VDMA Textile 
Machinery Association at the press conference in 
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With 69 exhibiting member companies, ITMA 
ASIA + CITME 2025 is once again marked by a 
strong presence of VDMA companies. Altogether 
82 companies from Germany exhibit at the show, 
covering about 3,500 square meters of exhibition 
space, topped only by China and Italy. VDMA 
initiated a German Pavilion with two group stands 
(spinning in hall 4 and finishing in hall 7) with a 
total of 30 exhibitors.

On the occasion of a VDMA press conference at 
ITMA ASIA + CITME, Dr. Janpeter Horn, 
Chairman of the VDMA Textile Machinery 
Association and Managing Director of August 
Herzog Maschinenfabrik explained: “The 
geopolitical and economic conditions are 
currently difficult. This makes the strong 
presence of VDMA member companies at ITMA 
ASIA + CITME, which is being held in Singapore 
for the first time in twenty years, all the more 
gratifying. The show offers VDMA members a 
key opportunity to showcase their latest 
technologies and connect with the ASEAN 
markets as well as other markets in Asia.”

Dr. Harald Weber, Managing Director of the 
VDMA Textile Machinery Association added: “It 
is no surprise, that most visitors to the ITMA 
ASIA + CITME shows in Shanghai came from 
the People's Republic. My expectations of the 
trade fair in Singapore are that the audience will 
be broader. I hope we will see numerous visitors 
from the ASEAN region, from India, Pakistan and 
Bangladesh and from the Central Asian countries, 
just to mention a few.”

Experience leading technology

The VDMA members in Singapore cover nearly 
all different machinery chapters along the textile 
value chain including spinning and man-made 
fibres, nonwovens, weaving, braiding, knitting & 
warp knitting, finishing & dyeing as well as 
technologies for textile recycling and processing 
of recycled material. The companies remain 
focused on developing innovative, sustainable 
solutions that reduce production costs while 
upholding the high standards of European 
machinery — a commitment captured in their 

German Technology, Global Vision: VDMA Strengthens Industry 
Bonds at ITMA ASIA + CITME Singapore
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shared slogan in Singapore: 'Experience Leading 
Technology'.

Major topics of the show will be automation, 
sustainability and circular economy. Here are just 
a few examples of exhibitors that stand for the 
entire industry:  Automation is a way to address 
the challenges of labour-constrained textile 
operations. On display in Singapore is an 
automation solution for the sliver transport in 
spinning. The topic of recycling is becoming 
increasingly important in the textile industry, for 
example due to corresponding government 
regulations that are aiming at a circular economy. 
At ITMA ASIA + CITME a system can be seen, 
that automatically sorts garments by composition 
and colour and prepares materials for further 
processing. It enables the recycling of post-
consumer and post-industrial textile waste into 
fibres for spinning, nonwovens and composites.

Recycling is just one example for the broader 
topic sustainability. One way to produce 
sustainably is to make processes more efficient. 
Sustainable dyeing technologies reduce the 
consumption of water, energy, chemicals, and 
dyes while ensuring superior product quality and 
shorter production times by integrating flexibility 
and speed. That is another example of how 
economy and ecology can meet. 

Export figures show a mixed picture

Asia has been the number one production location 
for textiles and clothing in the world and will 
retain this position for a long time to come. So, it is 
no surprise that Asia is the most important sales 
market for the VDMA member companies.  
Between January and August 2025, German 
exports of textile machinery and accessories 
worldwide summed up to almost 1.2 billion euros, 

a decrease of 9.5% year-on-year. Half of the 
exports went to Asia. Nevertheless, a closer look 
reveals a mixed picture: German exports to China 
(plus 25%), Pakistan (plus 32%) and Uzbekistan 
(plus 16%) saw strong increases. 

Cautious sales expectations 

A survey among the VDMA member companies 
in the beginning of October showed that 50% of 
the responding companies assess their current 
business situation as satisfactory. Around 30% 
expect the business situation to remain unchanged 
in 2026, while 60% anticipate a deterioration in 
business prospects. For the current year, 60% of 
compan ie s  i n  t he  t ex t i l e  mach ine ry  
manufacturing sector expect sales to stagnate. For 
2026, 74% continue to expect stagnation. At least 
19% of companies anticipate sales increases of up 
to 20%. 

Better sales opportunities in Asia 2026 

According to the VDMA survey, the member 
companies see better sales opportunities in Asian 
markets for the coming year than in 2025. 
Southeast Asia, Central Asia and South Asia are 
rated much better for 2026. These expectations are 
in line with IMF forecasts, which predict a GDP 
growth of over 6% for India and growth rates of 
just over 4% for China and the ASEAN region in 
2026.

“The Asian markets are offering great chances 
that European machinery manufacturers can take 
with their innovative and sustainable solutions 
and the high quality of machinery that customers 
rightly expect. The VDMA members are looking 
forward to welcoming numerous visitors from 
various countries to their booths in Singapore”, 
summarised Dr. Janpeter Horn, Chairman of the 
VDMA Textile Machinery Association.
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 With more than 840 exhibitors from 30 countries 

and thousands of visitors from more than 100 

nations ITMA ASIA + CITME 2025 was a truly 

international show. Visitors came with clear 

project ideas, leading to many inspiring and 

fruitful discussions.

Numerous VDMA members reported closed 

orders and deals – a positive sign for the 

machinery sector. “Better than expected”: this 

was a frequent statement from exhibiting 

companies.

The testimonials from VDMA member 

companies reflect a successful trade fair:

"ITMA ASIA + CITME 2025 in Singapore has 

been a real INTERNATIONAL Textile 

Machinery Exhibition in Asia, attracting visitors 

from more than 100 countries. The numbers and 

quality hoped for have been exceeded. In this 

friendly and well organised city, smiles were also 

very much seen at the EXPO during the 

exhibition.”

Dr. Janpeter Horn, Chairman, VDMA Textile 

Machinery Association

“ITMA ASIA + CITME 2025 in Singapore was a 

great success also for Mahlo. The show brought 

together the right people, the right ideas, and the 

right energy. A truly international event that 

delivered valuable insights and confirmed the 

industry's commitment to innovation. We could 

discuss specific challenges and solutions with 

numerous industry professionals from across 

Asia.”

Thomas Höpfl, Sales Director, Mahlo 

“ITMA ASIA + CITME 2025 in Singapore was a 

great success for Trützschler. The event brought 

together an international mix of visitors and 

offered high-quality discussions with customers 

and business partners.”

Alexander Stampfer, CSO, TRÜTZSCHLER 

Group

“Singapore was the ideal stage for ITMA ASIA + 

CITME 2025, drawing a highly engaged global 

audience. The exhibition proved to be an 

outstanding platform for meaningful dialogue and 

networking. The strong visitor presence and the 

depth of discussions underscore the industry's 

commitment to innovation and sustainability. 

With automation and future technologies taking 

centre stage, the event exceeded expectations by 

creating an environment where visionary ideas 

and practical solutions converged. Customers are 

once again ready to invest, signalling renewed 

confidence and growth opportunities. This 

positive momentum encourages us and 

strengthens our outlook for the future.”

Global Confidence Restored: VDMA Members Hail 
ITMA ASIA + CITME 2025 as a Milestone for Textile Machinery

VDMA members highly satisfied with ITMA ASIA + CITME 2025 in Singapore
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Werner Volkaert, Managing Director, Sedo 

Treepoint

"ITMA ASIA + CITME 2025 in Singapore proved 

to be a truly global platform, bringing together a 

remarkably international audience. The high 

visitor numbers, the quality of discussions, and 

the strong focus on innovation and sustainability 

reflected the industry's evolving priorities. For us, 

the event reaffirmed the importance of personal 

dialogue in shaping the future of nonwovens and 

textile technology.”

Tobias Schäfer, Vice President, ANDRITZ 

Nonwoven & Textile

“We were impressed by the high quality and 

diversity of visitors at ITMA ASIA + CITME 

2025 in Singapore. The event proved to be an 

excellent platform for meaningful discussions and 

new connections across the entire Asian textile 

market. Singapore's dynamic and well-organized 

setting provided the ideal environment to 

exchange ideas, explore innovations, and 

strengthen partnerships throughout the region. 

Focus topics were definitely increasing efficiency 

in the textile production at currently uncertain 

times.” 

Kathrin Pleva, Managing Director, PLEVA

“ITMA ASIA + CITME 2025 Singapore was well 

attended and attracted qualified visitors. It's 

strategic geographic location connected the 

Southeast Asian region and positioned the event 

as a central meeting point for the textile industry.”

Riccarda Dilo, Member of the Executive Board, 

DILO Group

“Choosing Singapore as the location for ITMA 

ASIA + CITME 2025 was absolutely the right 

decision. Our expectations were exceeded both in 

terms of the quality and the number of 

international visitors.”

Torsten von Koch, Sales Director, Georg Sahm 

“ITMA ASIA + CITME 2025 in Singapore was 

worth a visit. The location was excellent for 

visitors from the ASEAN countries and Singapore 

offers an excellent infrastructure. We were 

impressed by the numbers of visitors and the 

quality of meetings with customers, who came 

mainly from Pakistan, India and Bangladesh. The 

focus of visitors was on the finishing of outerwear, 

denim and automation. Many customers plan to 

realize their projects in the course of 2026.”

Hans-Gerhard Wroblowski, Sales Manager 

SEA, A. Monforts Textilmaschinen 

From 16 to 22 September 2027, ITMA will return 

to Germany for the first time in 20 years. The 

leading international trade fair for textile 

machinery and clothing technology is expected to 

attract over 100,000 decision-makers from almost 

all textile-producing countries. Companies 

interested to exhibit in Hannover can already 

register here: http://www.itma.com./
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